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The shiny additions to our Advent setting remind us 

that we are called to reflect the sacred each and 

every day.  “Incarnation” is a word that means God’s presence came 

to dwell among all people, and we believe this happened in a 

special way in the birth of Jesus.  All of Creation has always been 

imbued with the Creator’s brilliance.  This season, we will remember 

the invitation to shine with this holy light. 

Introduction 

Welcome to Worship... 
Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call themselves “members” of 
this church named Ascension Lutheran Church more than 50 years ago.  
 

A special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call 
yourselves “visitors” among the people of this community. It is at God's 
invitation, through worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come to a place of 
community, communion and commitment. Each of us brings a different lens to 
worship, and yet, in a worshiping community, these differences become 
celebrations of diversity.  

Children are always welcome in worship services;  
however please know a nursery is provided for children under 4 years of age. 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
1105 N. Washington Blvd. 

Ogden, UT 84404 
801.782.2810 



3  

Welcome to Worship 

Sacred Knowing—PEACE 

WA  We pray for Peace this day. 

All   We pray for Peace this day. 

WA  We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things. 

All   We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things. 

WA We open to see our deepest selves  

All We open to see our deepest selves 

WA  as a gift of holy presence. 

All   as a gift of holy presence. 

WA  This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, 

All   This is the gift of the Christ Mystery, 

WA  lighting the way to Peace. 

All   lighting the way to Peace. 

Solo Upon this moment, 

upon this people, 

upon this place, 

the holy comes. 

And sacred knowing 

brings sacred being 

for sacred doing of God’s plan. 

Lighting of the Advent Wreath 
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P  Living God, Christ Mystery, Spirit of Peace, 

 we give you thanks for this holy sensing of your presence.  

All As we take in the peace you offer, 

 may we be a reflection of your light, 

  expanding the sacred knowing of “you are here for me” 

 into the sacred knowing of “you are present for all of us.” 

  Amen  

refracting the sacred 

As light passes through a medium, it can be redirected in ways that 

make its brilliance more visible, as in a prism.  

As we encounter the message today, we see the world and our own 

lives and loved ones in a different light, one that invites us to know 

more deeply the sacred nature of all things. 
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A Reading from Isaiah, the 7th chapter 

An Israelite and Aramean military coalition presented a serious threat to King Ahaz of Judah. In 
response, Ahaz decided to secure his throne and kingdom by seeking Assyrian help. Isaiah reminds 
Ahaz that human attempts to establish security will fail. The prophet gives the sign that is the only 
source of true safety: Immanuel, God is with us! 

 

10The Lord spoke to Ahaz, saying, 11Ask a sign of the Lord your God; let it be 
deep as Sheol or high as heaven. 12But Ahaz said, I will not ask, and I will not 
put the Lord to the test. 13Then Isaiah said: “Hear then, O house of David! Is it 
too little for you to weary mortals, that you weary my God also? 14Therefore 
the Lord himself will give you a sign. Look, the young woman is with child and 
shall bear a son, and shall name him Immanuel. 15He shall eat curds and honey 
by the time he knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good. 16For before 
the child knows how to refuse the evil and choose the good, the land before 
whose two kings you are in dread will be deserted.” 

 Isaiah 7:10-16  

Gospel  Acclamation Please stand in body or spirit. 

L Word of God, Word of Life. 

All Thanks be to God! 
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P The Gospel of our Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

You may be Seated 

 Message                      Pr. Debra Jimenez 

Matthew’s story of Jesus’ birth focuses on the role of Joseph, who adopts the divinely-begotten child 
into the family of David and obediently gives him the name Jesus, which means “God saves.” 

 

18Now the birth of Jesus the Messiah took place in this way. When his mother 
Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together, she was 
found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. 19Her husband Joseph, being a 
righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public disgrace, planned to 
dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an angel of the 
Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, “Joseph, son of David, do not be 
afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his 
people from their sins.” 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by 
the Lord through the prophet: 
 23“Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
  and they shall name him Emmanuel,” 
which means, “God is with us.”24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the 
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no 
marital relations with her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 

Matthew 1:18-25  

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 1st chapter.  

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel  Reading 
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Hymn of the Day Please stand in body or spirit. 

the Magnificat 
The Annunciation 

Luke 1:26-38 

  An angel went from God to a town called Nazareth, 
 to a woman whose name was Mary. 

The angel said to her, “Rejoice, O highly favored, for God is with you.  
  You shall bear a child, and his name shall be Jesus,  

  the Chosen One of God Most High.” 
And Mary said,  “I am the servant of my God, I live to do His will.  

Cantors: 
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I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
            creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
            who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
            born of the virgin Mary, 
            suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried; 

P  Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith 
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Apostles’ Creed 
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refilling the sacred 

We are wells of the sacred. God’s presence is poured into creation in a 

never-ending flow of love. We enter a time of prayer that invites us to be 

refilled in ways that can help us pour out our love throughout the week. 

All we must do in this moment is open our hearts to the Holy One. 

            he descended to the dead. 
            On the third day he rose again; 
            he ascended into heaven, 
            he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
            the holy catholic church, 
            the communion of saints, 
            the forgiveness of sins, 
            the resurrection of the body, 
            and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayers of Intercession 

L As we prepare for the fullness of Christ’s presence, let us pray for a world 
that yearns for new hope. 

(each prayer petition ends with) 

     L:  God, in your mercy,    All:  You hear our prayer. 
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Sharing the Peace of Christ 

P  Christ become Peace with you.  

All  And also with you.  

In our continued physical distancing out of love for the health of one another, we will 
share the peace of our risen Lord by “speaking” that peace through sign language. 

While we still will not physically pass the offering plates we will continue to have the 
plates available at the entrance to receive your offerings and will lift them up in 
thanksgiving before the throne of grace. 

Offering You may be Seated 

P  God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and 
our lives to the service of all your people. 

All  Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal, 
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace. 

(tune: What Child is This) 

 

  Praise God from whom all blessings flow   
Praise God all creatures here below 

Praise God all heavens and the earth 
reflecting the sacred story. 

 
This, this is Christ the One 

who mirrors Peace for all of us. 
Haste, haste to bring him laud, 

the Word of time eternal. 

Offertory Prayer 
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Christ invites all to his table, for he is the One who is reflected in all 

things and unites all things. There is a place for you. This Cosmic 

Banquet of Love is set for a hungry and hurting world. When we take 

in and take on Christ, we are the Body of Christ sent forth into the 

world to lay a banquet of love wherever we find ourselves.  

Let us open ourselves so that our hearts might be filled completely. 

Invitation to the Table 

Confession and Assurance 

P  Maker and Lover of all, forgive us when we are too preoccupied,  
 self-involved, or worried to notice your presence in our lives… 

 

when we are too rushed to allow moments of wonder and awe  
 that lead to hope, 
when we are too frightened to imagine those not like us  
 loved equally by you, 
when we gloss over the most ordinary details as a revelation of your joy, 
when we fail to stop and reside in peace with you in our depths. 

All Open us, O God, 
 free us to reflect the sacred. 
  Touch us with your presence, 
 we pray in your Holy Name: 
Christ, Anointed One.  Amen. 

P Hear this good news: 
 God is with us in our distress and in our faltering. 
 God is always and already closing the gaps we create. 
 Jesus calls us to this table with unfailing and gracious hospitality. 
 You are forgiven and freed. You are not alone.  

All We are forgiven and freed. We are not alone. 
 Glory to God!  Amen. 
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P  We are his Body in the world– 
 the Body of Christ–renewed by water and the spirit. 
He has been, is, and always will be with us, 
One in Three, Three in One, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit. 

All: 

P  The Holy One be with you 

All  And also with you. 

P  Lift up your hearts 

All  We lift them up to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God 

All It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

P  Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ. 
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor, 
 to proclaim release to the captives 
  and recovering of sight to the blind, 
   to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 
  and to announce that the time had come 
 when you would save your people. 
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners. 

 

A reflection of this purpose, and anointed as his disciples,  
 Christ’s birth is our awakening, 
  Christ’s suffering is all suffering, 
   Christ’s death and resurrection is the pattern of all things. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P Let us approach the throne of grace as we pray as Jesus taught us: 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Invitation  

P Come to Christ’s banquet.  Feast on God’s gift of grace. 
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Communion Songs 
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P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you  
 and keep you in his grace.  

All  Amen 

P  Most High God, 
 you have come among us at this table. 

All  By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word, 
 sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all, 
  through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen. 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 

   Stewardship of Life and Ministry 
Announcements 

Anointed to Sacred Knowing 

 

All season long, we have been marking sacred time, people, and space with 

the anointing of oil, lotion, or touch.  

 

[If you attended worship here on-site with us these past few weeks, you should have been given a 

small vial of oil at the door. For those of you worshiping with us at home, please take a moment 

to grab a little olive oil from the kitchen or some lotion from your bathroom cabinet.]  
 

This week is the countdown to Christmas with all the harried preparations 

to be on or off work, planning time with family, traveling, or whatever you 

will do.  
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Benediction 
Please stand in body or spirit. 

P  When you see lights twinkle, 
 when you catch a reflection in a mirror, 
  when you notice the sunlight dancing on a surface 
   or a nightlight glowing in the darkness, 
  let these be signs that the Christ Light is revealed  
   again and again in and through this world. 

 

Know that your brilliant presence 
 is pouring more love into a weary world. 
God loved us by becoming us. 

 

 This means you are already 
  reflecting the sacred. 

 

In the name of the Creator, Christ, ☩ and Spirit of Peace. 

All  Amen 

It will be more difficult to find occasions to step away, to go within, to find 

the peace that we all need. But you are encouraged to try finding some 

peaceful time for yourself.  

You are also invited to a kind of “anointing” of blessings that only takes a 

few seconds.  

 

See if you can dare to say, in your own way, a blessing for peace to the 

people you encounter. It might be “I hope you can find some quiet moments 

of peace for yourself this week” to the check-out clerk at the store. Or it 

might be a more formal “peace be upon your soul” to someone who won’t 

look at you funny when you say that to them. Or it could just be a quick 

peace sign and a joyful “Peace to you!” as you part ways with friends. How 

will you bestow the blessing of peace on yourself and others this week? 
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Sending Song 

P Go in peace. Christ is near. 

All  Thanks be to God. 

Dismissal 
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