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Welcome to Worship...

Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call themselves “members” of
this church named Ascension Lutheran Church more than 50 years ago.

A special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call yourselves
“visitors” among the people of this community. It is at God's invitation, through
worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come to a place of community,
communion and commitment. Each of us brings a different lens to worship, and
yet, in a worshiping community, these differences become celebrations of
diversity.
Children are always welcome in worship services;
however please know a nursery space is available for
parents who need to tend to their little ones.

Our Christmas decorations have lots of shiny
things to remind us that we are called to reflect
the sacred each and every day.

“Incarnation” is a word that means that God’s presence
came to dwell among all people, and we believe this
happened in a special way in the birth of Jesus.

All creation has always been imbued with the Creator’s
brilliance. This season, we have been remembering the call
to shine with this holy light.
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Surprisingly Sacred—Calwv

Welcome to Worship

Solo Upon this moment,
upon this people,
upon this place,
the holy comes.
And sacred knowing
brings sacred being
for sacred doing of God’s plan.

Lighting of the Advent Wreath
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We pray for Comfort this day.
We pray for Comfort this day.
We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things.
We open to see the Sacred reflected in all things.
We open to see each thing that is born
We open to see each thing that is born
as a gift of holy presence.
as a gift of holy presence.
This is the gift of the Christ Mystery,
This is the gift of the Christ Mystery,
lighting the way to Calm.

lighting the way to Calm.
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P  Living God, Christ Mystery, Spirit of Calm,
we give you thanks for this physical and online space for gathering.

All As we take in the comfort you offer,
may we be a reflection of your light,
expanding the sacred sense of surprise
into the sacred sense of purpose. Amen

refracting the sacred

As light passes through a medium, it can be redirected in ways that
make its brilliance more visible, as in a prism.

As we encounter the message today, we see the world and our own
lives and loved ones in a different light, one that invites us to know
more deeply the sacred nature of all things.



A Reading from lIsaiah, the 52" chapter

How beautiful upon the mountains

are the feet of the messenger who announces peace,
who brings good news, who announces salvation,

who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

Listen! Your sentinels lift up their voices; together they shout for joy,
for in plain sight they see the return of the Lord to Zion.

Break forth; shout together for joy, you ruins of Jerusalem,
for the Lord has comforted his people; he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.
Isaiah 52: 7-10 (NRSVUE )

L  Word of God, Word of Life.
All Thanks be to God!

Gospel Acclamation Please stand in body or spirit.
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Gospel Reading

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1° chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things came into being
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come
into being in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overtake it.

There was a man sent from God whose name was John. He came as a witness
to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. He himself was not
the light, but he came to testify to the light. The true light, which enlightens
everyone, was coming into the world.

He was in the world, and the world came into being through him, yet the
world did not know him. He came to what was his own, and his own people
did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he
gave power to become children of God, who were born, not of blood or of the
will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory,

the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.
John 1: 1-14 (NRSVUE)

P  The Gospel of our Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

You may be Seated

Message Pr. Debra Jimenez



Hymn of the Day

Please stand in body or spirit.

Silent Night, Holy Night!
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born! Christ, the  Sav - 1or, is  born!
birth, Je sus, Lord, at your birth.

Text: Joseph Mohr, 1792—1849; tr. John F. Young, 18201885
Music: STILLE NACHT, Franz Gruber, 1787-1863



Apostles’ Creed

P Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

refilling the sacred

We are wells of the sacred. God’s presence is poured into creation in a
never-ending flow of love. We enter a time of prayer that invites us to be
refilled in ways that can help us pour out our love throughout the week.
All we must do in this moment is open our hearts to the Holy One.



Prayers of Intercession

L With wonder and thanksgiving for Christ’s coming into the world, we pray
for the church, the life of the earth, and the whole human family.
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tru-ly myhope is in you.

(each prayer petition ends with)
L: God of grace, All: You hear our prayer.

Sharing the Peace of Christ

In our continued physical distancing out of love for the health of one another, we will
share the peace of our risen Lord by “speaking” that peace through sign language.

P  Christ become Peace with you.
All And also with you.

Offering You may be Seated

While we still will not physically pass the offering plates we will continue to have the
plates available at the entrance to receive your offerings and will lift them up in
thanksgiving before the throne of grace.

(tune: What Child is This)

£ 2 Praise God from whom all blessings flow 2 7
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God all heavens and the earth
reflecting the sacred story.
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This, this is Christ the One
who mirrors Peace for all of us.
Haste, haste to bring him laud,

the Word of time eternal.

Offertory Prayer

P

All

God of our waiting and watching, we offer the gifts of our hearts and
our lives to the service of all your people.

Prepare the way before us as we meet you in this simple meal,
through Christ Jesus, our pathway and our peace.

Invitation to the Table

Christ invites all to his table, for he is the One who is reflected in all
things and unites all things. There is a place for you. This Cosmic
Banquet of Love is set for a hungry and hurting world. When we take
in and take on Christ, we are the Body of Christ sent forth into the

world to lay a banquet of love wherever we find ourselves.
Let us open ourselves so that our hearts might be filled completely.

Confession and Assurance

p

Maker and Lover of all, forgive us when we are too preoccupied,
self-involved, or worried to notice your presence in our lives...

when we are too rushed to allow moments of wonder and awe

that lead to hope,
when we are too frightened to imagine those not like us

loved equally by you,
when we gloss over the most ordinary details as a revelation of your joy,
when we fail to stop and reside in peace with you in our depths.
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All Open us, O God,
free us to reflect the sacred.
Touch us with your presence,
we pray in your Holy Name:
Christ, Anointed One. Amen.

P  Hear this good news:
God is with us in our distress and in our faltering.
God is always and already closing the gaps we create.
Jesus calls us to this table with unfailing and gracious hospitality.
You are forgiven and freed. You are not alone.

All We are forgiven and freed. We are not alone.
Glory to God! Amen.

The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

P The Holy One be with you

All  And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts

All  We lift them up to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

P  Holy are you, and blessed is your Son Jesus Christ.
Your Spirit anointed him to preach good news to the poor,
to proclaim release to the captives
and recovering of sight to the blind,
to set at liberty those who are oppressed,
and to announce that the time had come
when you would save your people.
He healed the sick, fed the hungry, and ate with sinners.

A reflection of this purpose, and anointed as his disciples,
Christ’s birth is our awakening,
Christ’s suffering is all suffering,

Christ’s death and resurrection is the pattern of all things.
11



P We are his Body in the world—

the Body of Christ—-renewed by water and the spirit.

He has been, is, and always will be with us,

One in Three, Three in One, in the power of your Word and Holy Spirit.
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The Lord’s Prayer

P
All

Let us approach the throne of grace as we pray as Jesus taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

The Invitation

P

Communion Songs

Away 1in a Manger

Come to Christ’s banquet. Feast on God’s gift of grace.
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2 The cat-tle are low-ing; the poor ba-by wakes, but Iit - tle Lord
3 Be near me, Lord Je - sus; I ask you to stay ~close by me for -
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Je-sus no cry -ing he  makes. I love you, Lord Je-sus; look
ev-er and love me, I pray. Bless all the dear chil-dren in
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downwhere he lay; the lit - tle Lord Je - sus a-sleep on the hay.
down from the sky and stay by my cra- dle till morn-ing 1s  nigh.
your ten-der care and fit us for heav-en, to live with you there.

Text: North American, anonymous, 19th cent.
Music: AWAY IN A MANGER, North American, anonymous, 19th cent.
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Love Has Come
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gift of Christ-mas. Love! Love! Praise to you, God on high!

Text: Ken Bible, b. 1950

Music: UN FLAMBEAU, F. Seguin, Recueil de noéls composés en langue provengale, 1856
Text © 1996 Integrity's Hosanna! Music (ASCAP), c/o Integrity Media, Inc., 1000 Cody Road, Mobile, AL 36695.

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you

and keep you in his grace.

All Amen
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P Most High God,
you have come among us at this table.

All By the Spirit’s power, form us to be bearers of your word,
sharing gifts of mercy and grace with all,
through Christ Jesus, our host and our guest. Amen.

Stewardship of Life and Ministry

Announcements

Anointed to the Surprisingly Sacred

This morning, you are invited to “Christify” your meal, your gifts, and each
other simply by making up a “sparkly” hand blessing (like fingers wiggling
toward something) on the things in your home, your gathering, under your
tree, the people around, and say “you are actually not surprisingly sacred to
me... I've known all along that you are a gift.”

Benediction Please stand in body or spirit.

P  When you see lights twinkle,
when you catch a reflection in a mirror,
when you notice the sunlight dancing on a surface
or a nightlight glowing in the darkness,
let these be signs that the Christ Light is revealed
again and again in and through this world.

Know that your brilliant presence
is pouring more love into a weary world.
God loved us by becoming us.
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This means you are already
reflecting the sacred.

In the name of the Creator, Christ, -I* and Spirit of Peace.
All Amen

Sending Song

I};ﬂﬁ'ain GO Teﬂ It on the M()untain
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Go tell it on the moun - tain, o-ver the hills and ev - 'ty - where;
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go tell it on the moun - tain that

Je - sus Christ 1s  born!
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I While shep-herds kept their watch-ing  o’er  si - lent flocks by  night,
2 The shep-herds feared and trem-bled when, lo, a - bove the earth

3 Down in a lone - ly man-ger the hum-ble Christ was

born;
Refrain
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there shone a ho - ly light.

that hailed our Sav-1or’s birth.
sal - va-tion that bless-ed Christ-mas

be - hold, through-out the heav-ens

rang out the an - gel cho-rus
and God sent us morn.

Text: African American spiritual, refrain; John W. Work Jr., 1872-1925, stanzas, alt.
Music: GO TELL IT, African American spiritual
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Dismissal

P  Goin peace. Christ is near.
All Thanks be to God.

Front Cover:

Photo by Evie S. on Unsplash

Readings for next Sunday,
JantiEme1’*
The Name of Jesus

First Reading:

Psalm:

Second Reading:

Gospel:
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Numbers 6:22-27
Psalm 8
Galatians 4:4-7
Luke 2:15-21



About our Worship Space

In preparation for the coming of Jesus into our world we have chosen a theme
of Reflecting the Sacred for our Advent season.

We too often think that something “sacred” is far away and not available to us.

But what if we saw the presence of the holy in all that has been, is, and always
will be—right here—reflected in and through everything and everyone around
us?

God’s gift of creation reflects and refracts the light of life throughout heaven
and earth.

Just as the seers of old looked to the skies for the light of life and love, our
worship space attempts to capture the beauty of the night sky, the lights of the
heavens framing the gift of sacrifice that was always present...

before the birth of Jesus...

The cross was no surprise to God, yet he came to us anyway...
as a vulnerable baby...as one of us.
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