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Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call themselves !
“members” of this church named Ascension Lutheran Church |
more than 65 years ago. |

|
!
!
IA special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call
!yourselves “visitors” among the people of this community. It is at God's in- ;
vitation, through worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come to a place -
jof community, communion and commitment. Each of us brings a different '
(lens to worship, and yet, in a worshiping community, these differences be- :
;come celebrations of diversity. :
- Children are always welcome in worship services; l
However please know the cry room at the back of the sanctuary is availa- |
ble for parents who need to tend to their little ones. :



P

WA

All
WA

All
WA

All

Water is one of the most ancient symbols of our faith.
It was water that the Israelites came through into freedom.
It was water that Jesus was baptized in.
It was water by which he called the disciples.
It was water that he used to teach his disciples how to be servants to all.

Today we take a Journey of our own Discipleship
through water and the Spirit.
We let go of all things we do not need.
We remember our belovedness.
We recommit to serve others with joy.

In the beginning water cradled us in the womb
Holding us in suspension until we burst forth in the waters of birth

In the desert a small drop of water causes life to bloom
A tiny drop of water can quench our burning thirst for justice

God’s love flows through the water

In the roots of our being water provides sustenance
Without water our lives would shrivel and wither

In the times when we feel sullied and broken
We long to be reawakened by soaking in forgiving, transforming love

God’s love flows through the water

All water is holy.
A sign that we have passed through troubles, that we have been
refreshed by a gift of life sustained by a love poured over us.

In the aftermath of water...
flowing, pouring, falling, dropping, gushing, spilling, surging,
tumbling, showering...
is the rainbow sign of God’s continuing love at work within us
and through us.

God’s love flows through the water
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| Confession and Forgiveness

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, *F* one God,
the Creator of heaven and earth,

the Word who spoke life into being,
the Wind stirring the waters.

All Amen.

P Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely.
Silence is kept for reflection.

Mighty God, lover of justice,

All you call us to life in community,
but we have served our own interests
at the expense of our neighbors.
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed.
We say the right words,
but our hearts are far from you.
Turn us to seek your face.
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ,
that we may do justice, love mercy,
and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

P The former things have passed away,
and new things God now declares:
Like a spring of water that never fails,
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ,
and forgives your sin in I Jesus’ name.
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others,
and bless you with the gift of peace.

All Amen.



) . .
] M { ] s
All Let my prayer risc up like in - cense be - fore you, the
) i
P v e
& &
%’ ” Lo T :
lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.
ra=s
: [ o
GEE=sts  —
Women O God, 1 «call to you, come to me now; oh, hear my
7? i
b = = —
l{j}v ! ! F—— o
Men O God, [ call to you, come to me
b
| .
o o
J ‘ -+ 9 v
W voicewhen I cry to you. Let my prayer rise up like
" . l
| ] | 1
e, =
J .
M now; oh, hear my voice when [ cry to you. Let my prayer rise
) , . .
e T —
A
7 s : - " i
W in-cense be - fore you, the lift-ing up  of my hands as an
7 L » ||
l\%}v ! e * : c‘ L J
M up like in-cense be - fore you, the lift-ing up  of my




5 ? fr—
P 1
> ? 3 ¢ . r——
W of-fer-ing to you. Keep watch with - in me, God;
f)
— —
y o @ i ’
M  hands as an of-fer-ing to you. Keep
0
(_J—— K
\— P [ — [7 ’ ' i‘_
W deep in my heart may the light of your love be urn - ing
)
i" fr— P
e ¥ o o 7 ¢ 4, P —
o
M  watch  with - in me, God; decp in my hcart may the light of your
)
| 4 p— »
& i » »
> — L '_‘ ' L 4 L 4
W  bright. Let my prayer rise up like in-cense be -
)
"
4 \ [
y v * o4 : s ¢ * °
v love be  bumn - ing bright. Let my prayer rise up like
n 1 —1 r—
| - |
; [ C———— e 4 P
W fore you, the lift-ing up  of my hands as an of-fer-ing to
/)
7 . ’ . ) p——]
[ ] & -‘1- J_
M in-cense be - fore  you, the Iift-ing up  of my hands as an

7



-

| | o, .
‘3" g — o —9o ¢ » o —9
W you All praise to the God of all— Cre -a - tor of
q ——
' —
L > —9o o
M of-fer-ing to you. All  praise to the
nI
6 o e f * o =
Aj( 1 } & o —
W life; all praise be to Christ and the Spir - it of love.
0N . : .
| | | "
| L ]
@ I [ 1. Jn; P i_r i |F r i o PR
M God of all— Cre -a - tor of life; all praise be to Christ and the
). —— ) —
w Let my prayer rise up like in-cense be - fore you, the
)
© — o IF o
M  Spir-it  of love. Let my prayer rise  up like in-cense be -
) .
| | i
e e e e e _
B
W lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.
) . 1
A ——
. i >
M fore you, the lift-ing up of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

Text: Holden Evenmng Praver, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm [41
Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © 1

All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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God'’s servant is endowed with God'’s spirit in order to bring justice to the nations. The servant will not
exercise authority boisterously or with violence, nor will weariness ever prevent the fulfilling of the

servant’s task. God’s old promises have been fulfilled; the servant’s new assignment is to bring light
to the nations.

"Here is my servant, whom | uphold, my chosen, in whom my soul delights;
| have put my spirit upon him; he will bring forth justice to the nations.
“He will not cry out or lift up his voice or make it heard in the street;
® a bruised reed he will not break,
and a dimly burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
" He will not grow faint or be crushed until he has established justice in the
earth, and the coastlands wait for his teaching.

°Thus says God, the LORD,
who created the heavens and stretched them out,
who spread out the earth and what comes from it,
who gives breath to the people upon it
and spirit to those who walk in it:
°| am the LORD; | have called you in righteousness;
| have taken you by the hand and kept you;
| have given you as a covenant to the people,
a light to the nations, ' to open the eyes that are blind,
to bring out the prisoners from the dungeon,
from the prison those who sit in darkness.
®1 am the LORD; that is my name;
my glory | give to no other, nor my praise to idols.
’ See, the former things have come to pass,
and new things | now declare; before they spring forth,

| tell you of them.
Isaiah 42:1-9

WA Word of God, Word of Hope.
All Thanks be to God!



Peter crosses the sharp religious boundary separating Jews from Gentiles and proclaims the good
news of God'’s inclusive forgiveness in Jesus’ name to Cornelius, a Roman centurion. As a result of
Peter’s preaching, Cornelius and his family become the first Gentiles to be baptized in the name of
Jesus Christ.

Peter began to speak to [Cornelius and his household]: “I truly understand
that God shows no partiality, °” but in every people anyone who fears him and
practices righteousness is acceptable to him. *° You know the message he sent
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of all. *’
That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism
that John announced: ** how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy
Spirit and with power; how he went about doing good and healing all who
were oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. *” We are witnesses to all
that he did both in Judea and in Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging
him on a tree, “ but God raised him on the third day and allowed him to
appear, “" not to all the people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses
and who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. **
commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one
ordained by God as judge of the living and the dead. *’ All the prophets testify
about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins

through his name.”
Acts 10:34-43

WA Word of God, Word of Life.
All Thanks be to God!
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P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 3" chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Before Jesus begins his ministry, he is baptized by John, touched by the Spirit, and identified publicly
as God'’s child.

" Jesus came from Galilee to John at the Jordan, to be baptized by him. *“ John
would have prevented him, saying, “I need to be baptized by you, and do you
come to me?” " But Jesus answered him, “Let it be so now, for it is proper for
us in this way to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he consented. ° And when
Jesus had been baptized, just as he came up from the water, suddenly the
heavens were opened to him and he saw God’s Spirit descending like a dove
and alighting on him. '’ And a voice from the heavens said, “This is my Son, the

Beloved, with whom | am well pleased.”
Matthew 3:13-17

P  The Gospel of our Lord.
All Praise to you, O Christ.

You may be Seated
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Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

You may be Seated

WA As God’s beloved children united in Christ, let us pray for the church, the
whole human community, and the well-being of the earth, our home.
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(each prayer petition ends with)

WA: Merciful God,
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O Lord, hear our prayer we of-fer up to you; O Lord, hear our prayer.

All: receive our prayer.




1 Sﬁanng tﬁe Peace Qf Cﬁ?’l St Please stand in body or spirit.

In our continued physical distancing out of love for the health of one another, we will
share the Peace of our risen Lord by “speaking” that Peace through sign language.

P  Christ become Peace with you.

All And also with you.

. Oﬁ[ering I You may be Seated
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P  God of majesty,
no eye has seen, no ear has heard
what you have prepared for those who love you.

All Use what we have gathered to feed to feed the hungry,
house the poor and embrace all with the reign of God come near,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.
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P  The Lord be with you
All And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All It is right to give God thanks and praise.

P Gracious God, we thank you that in every age you have made water
a sign of your presence.
In the waters of the Jordan, your Son was baptized
and anointed with your Spirit for his ministry.

May this same Spirit bless the water we use today,

that it may be a fountain of a new creation.
This is the water through which we experience the healing and
wholeness, promising us that a time will come when all is good.

In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying:

Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

15
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Tﬁe Lord’s (Pmyef : Please stand in body or spirit.

P  Let us together pray as Jesus taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom,
and the power,
and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

P Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
Come to the table; taste and see.

e x = e ek ek = e =k =k = h =k ek mm s e s e s e s e s e s e s e s e s = s = s ]
! Note: the communion cups on the periphery of the tray contain red wine while the cups in the
I center contain white grape juice.

; Gluten Free wafers available —ask the communion attendant '

shed for you and

orll egpe

for the forgiveness of Sil
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You may be Seated

Baptized and Set Free
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one in Je-sus, one in wa - ter, bap - tized and set free!
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Song over the Waters
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P
and keep you in his grace.

All Amen
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you



P Let us pray,
Radiant God, we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ.

All  In the sacrament of his body and blood
you have drawn us to your heart.
Send us from this table with delight,
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love,
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen
You may be Seated

P May the triune God, who has put a new song in your mouth
and tuned your heart for praise + bless you now and forever.
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\Dismissal ;
WA Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy.
All Thanks be to God.
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