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The end is near. There is no doubt about it. The warnings are 
dire. The tone of today’s texts is ominous. But the baptized 

know how to live in the meantime. The baptized are strengthened for the living of 
these days in word and sacrament. The baptized rally around the invitation of the 
apostle: “Do not be weary in doing what is right.” 

Introduction 

Welcome to Worship... 
Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call 

themselves “members” of this church named Ascension Lutheran Church more than 
60 years ago.  
 
A special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call yourselves 
“visitors” among the people of this community. It is at God's invitation, through 
worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come to a place of community, 
communion and commitment. Each of us brings a different lens to worship, and yet, 
in a worshiping community, these differences become celebrations of diversity.  

Ascension Lutheran Church 
1105 N. Washington Blvd. 

Ogden, UT 84404 
801.782.2810 

Welcome to Worship  

Call to Worship 

P In this second week of our stewardship campaign, I invite you to think 
about the story of the Prodigal –  
 It is the story of a family in all its raw truth.   
One son believes he is ready to take his early inheritance and to head out 
into the world.  
 The other son goes about doing what needs to be done –  
  quietly harboring resentment in his heart.   
The father extravagantly loving, forgiving, and rejoicing.  
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P As you imagine this setting, where do you locate yourself?  Are you 
sometimes the wandering sibling, lost and longing to go home? Are you 
the dutiful older sibling – doing all the right things but unable to rejoice 
when others receive grace?  Since we are made in God’s divine image, 
are you able to imagine yourself in the role of the prodigal parent – 
extravagantly loving, forgiving and rejoicing? 

Joy is at the center of this story – divine joy – the joy of one who was 
lost and has come home.  What about the older son reluctant to enter 
the celebration?   
 What do you celebrate – or fail to celebrate?   
  Are there parties you refuse to enter or simply ignore?  
How can we become people of joy – a congregation of joy – even more 
than we already are?   
 When it comes to generosity, can we give for the sake of joy? 

 

Sometimes we hear the story. 

Left side Sometimes we tell it. 

Right side Sometimes we ignore it altogether. 

P Sometimes we’re the ones who offer the welcome 

Left side Sometimes we’re the ones who return 

Right side Sometimes we’re somewhere in between 

P Sometimes we’re lost. 

Left side Sometimes we’re found. 

Right side Sometimes we’re a little bit of both 

P But all the time, God is writing the story. 

Left side All the time, God is calling us home. 

Right side All the time, God waits for us, ready to celebrate. 

All Come, let us worship God! 
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Please stand in body or spirit. 
Confession and Forgiveness 

P  Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who redeems us in Christ Jesus, 
whose steadfast love endures forever. 

All Amen. 

P  Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

Most merciful God, 

All we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors. 
We have ignored voices that call for your justice. 
We have neglected actions that witness to your righteousness. 
We have spoken and acted in ways  
 that disrupt your beloved community. 
We truly repent of things we have done and left undone. 

 

For the sake of Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. 
Restore our troubled spirits, so that we may live in newness, 
follow the way of the Spirit, and build up the body of Christ.  Amen. 

P Rejoice and be glad! 
God hears the prayers of all who cry out, and restores us to life through 
the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

 

Therefore, I declare to you the forgiveness of all your sins, 

in the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit . 

All Amen. 

P When once we had no way of knowing, God breathed wisdom. 
When once we were formless and void, God made us in the Divine image:  

 

 Creators, redeemers, sustainers! 

 

   From generosity – for generosity. 

 

      Come, let us worship God! 
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Opening Song of Praise 
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P  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 

of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

All And also with you. 

P O God, the protector of all who trust in you, without you nothing is 
strong, nothing is holy.  

All Embrace us with your mercy, that with you as our ruler and guide, we 
may live through what is temporary without losing what is eternal, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 

Prayer of the Day 

Greeting 

You may be Seated 

Please join in a responsive reading of the Psalm.  Leader will read the light print while 
congregation responds with the bold.  

A Responsive Reading from Psalm 98 

1Sing a new song to the Lord, who has done marvelous things, 
 whose right hand and holy arm have won the victory. 

A Reading from Malachi, the 4th chapter 

L The word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God! 

Malachi, whose name means “my messenger,” warns that “the day is coming.” On that day, the evil 
will be destroyed like stubble in a fire, but the “sun of righteousness” will shine on those who honor 
God. 

 

1See, the day is coming, burning like an oven, when all the arrogant and all 
evildoers will be stubble; the day that comes shall burn them up, says the Lord 
of hosts, so that it will leave them neither root nor branch. 2aBut for you who 
revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.  

 

Malachi 4:1-2a  
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A Reading from 2 Thessalonians, the 3rd chapter 

Some members of the Thessalonian community, because of their belief in the nearness of Christ’s 
return, had ceased to work, living off the generosity of other members of the community. The writer 
of this letter warns them bluntly that if they want to eat, they need to work. 

 

6Now we command you, beloved, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
keep away from believers who are living in idleness and not according to the 
tradition that they received from us. 7For you yourselves know how you ought 
to imitate us; we were not idle when we were with you, 8and we did not eat 
anyone’s bread without paying for it; but with toil and labor we worked night 
and day, so that we might not burden any of you. 9This was not because we 
do not have that right, but in order to give you an example to imitate. 10For 
even when we were with you, we gave you this command: Anyone unwilling 
to work should not eat. 11For we hear that some of you are living in idleness, 
mere busybodies, not doing any work. 12Now such persons we command and 

2O Lord, you have made known your victory, 
 you have revealed your righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
3You remember your steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel; 
 all the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God. 
4Shout with joy to the Lord, all you lands; 
 lift up your voice, rejoice, and sing.  
5Sing to the Lord with the harp, 
 with the harp and the voice of song. 
6With trumpets and the sound of the horn 
 shout with joy before the king, the Lord. 
7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 
8Let the rivers clap their hands, 
 and let the hills ring out with joy before the Lord,  
  who comes to judge the earth. 
9The Lord will judge the world with righteousness 
  and the peoples with equity.  

Psalm 98  
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P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the 21st chapter.  

All Glory to you, O Lord. 

Gospel  Reading 

As history moves toward God’s fulfillment there will be frightening signs and events. Before the end, 
believers will draw strength from their relationship to God and will be given the words they need to 
testify and to endure without fear.  

 

5When some were speaking about the temple, how it was adorned with 
beautiful stones and gifts dedicated to God, [Jesus] said, 6“As for these things 
that you see, the days will come when not one stone will be left upon 
another; all will be thrown down.” 
 7They asked him, “Teacher, when will this be, and what will be the sign that 
this is about to take place?” 8And he said, “Beware that you are not led astray; 
for many will come in my name and say, ‘I am he!’ and, ‘The time is near!’ Do 
not go after them. 
 9“When you hear of wars and insurrections, do not be terrified; for these 
things must take place first, but the end will not follow immediately.” 10Then 

L The word of the Lord 

All Thanks be to God! 

exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to do their work quietly and to earn their own 
living. 13Brothers and sisters, do not be weary in doing what is right. 

 

2 Thessalonians 3:6-13  
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he said to them, “Nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against 
kingdom; 11there will be great earthquakes, and in various places famines and 
plagues; and there will be dreadful portents and great signs from heaven. 
 12“But before all this occurs, they will arrest you and persecute you; they 
will hand you over to synagogues and prisons, and you will be brought before 
kings and governors because of my name. 13This will give you an opportunity 
to testify. 14So make up your minds not to prepare your defense in advance; 
15for I will give you words and a wisdom that none of your opponents will be 
able to withstand or contradict. 16You will be betrayed even by parents and 
brothers, by relatives and friends; and they will put some of you to death. 
17You will be hated by all because of my name. 18But not a hair of your head 
will perish. 19By your endurance you will gain your souls.” 

Luke 21:5-19  

P The Gospel of our Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

You may be Seated 

Sermon                     Pr. Debra Jimenez 
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Please stand in body or spirit. 
Hymn of the Day 
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P  Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith 

with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Apostles’ Creed 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
            creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
            who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
            born of the virgin Mary, 
            suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            he descended to the dead. 
            On the third day he rose again; 
            he ascended into heaven, 
            he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
            the holy catholic church, 
            the communion of saints, 
            the forgiveness of sins, 
            the resurrection of the body, 
            and the life everlasting. Amen. 

L United with your saints across time and place, we pray for our shared 
world. 

Prayers of Intercession 
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Passing of the Peace 

P  Christ become peace with you. 

All  And also with you.  

(each prayer petition ends with) 

       L:  Lord, in your mercy,   All:  You hear our prayer. 

Offering You may be Seated 
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P  Gracious God, 
Take this offering. Add it to that welcome, to that feast and robe, and ring 
that you offer the least and the lost. 

All  Add it to your party fund, and then make us the party planners,  
the door openers, the cupcake makers, the decorating committee,  
the potluck organizers, the people of God who make everyone feel 
wanted and welcomed and loved back to life.  
 Do all this and more in Jesus’ name, Amen. 

Offertory Prayer 

P  The Lord be with you 

All  And also with you.  

P  Lift up your hearts. 

Please stand in body or spirit. 
The Great Thanksgiving and Words of Institution 

All  We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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P  It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, 
 that we should at all times and in all places 
  give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, 
   through our Savior Jesus Christ. 
Fulfilling the promise of the resurrection, 
 you pour out the fire of your Spirit, 
  uniting in one body people of every nation and tongue.  

All  Amen. Come Lord Jesus! 

 Do This In Remembrance Of Me   
 
 

Chorus—All  

Do this in remembrance of Me 

Do this in remembrance of Me 

This is My body this is My blood 

Do this in remembrance of Me 

 
Verse 

Presider—This is My body given for you 

All—Do this in remembrance of Me 

Presider—This cup's the new covenant sealed in My blood 

All—Do this in remembrance of Me 

For whenever you eat this bread 

And whenever you drink this cup 

As you do you proclaim the Lord's death 

Until He comes  Chorus 

 

CCLI Song # 4695183 
Billy Christopher 
© 1998 Christopher, Billy  
For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com 
CCLI License # 1924512 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray: 

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

The Invitation 

P Christ spreads a table before you. 
Gather here with all the saints. 
  All are welcome. 

Note: the communion cups on the periphery of the tray contain red wine while the 
cups in the center contain white grape juice.  

Gluten Free wafers available –ask the communion attendant 
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Communion Songs You may be Seated 
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P  We give you thanks, most gracious God, 
that you have fed us with the bread of heaven 
and given us a foretaste of Paradise. 

All  Enliven us to be your body in the world 
 and to serve those who are in need; 
  through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  

All  Amen 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer 
Please stand in body or spirit. 

  Please be seated for Stewardship of 

Life & Ministry Announcements 

Benediction  
Please stand in body or spirit. 

P  God saw you afar off this morning and ran to greet you. 
The robe, the ring, the sandals on your feet— 
that’s how much God loves you, delights in you, gracefully welcomes you 
home. 

 

Go, then, in peace, and bring God’s extravagant, joyful love to a weary 
world—putting grace into action! 

And may God the Creator, God the Redeemer, ☩ and God the Sustainer 
be with you as you go. Amen. 

All  Amen. 
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P Go in peace. Be a blessing in the world.  

All  Thanks be to God.  

Dismissal 
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