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Wclcomc to Worship...

Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call
themselves “members” of this church named Ascension Lutheran Church more
than 50 years ago.

A special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call
yourselves “visitors” among the people of this community. It is at God's
invitation, through worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come to a place of
community, communion and commitment. Each of us brings a different lens to
worship, and yet, in a worshiping community, these differences become
celebrations of diversity.

Children are always welcome in worship services;
however please know a nursery space is available for
parents who need to tend to their little ones.

It is an age-old question: why is there evil in the
world? In the parable of the wheat and the weeds
Jesus suggests that both grow together until the harvest. With
Paul, we long for the day that all creation will be set free from
bondage and suffering. Having both weeds and wheat within us,
we humbly place our hope in the promises of God, and from the
Lord’s table we go forth to bear the fruit of justice and mercy.
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All

All

Welcome to Wors[ﬁip

Fra yer o{: Con{:cssion Please stand in body or spirit.

Blessed be the holy Trinity, -F* one God,
whose steadfast love is everlasting,
whose faithfulness endures from generation to generation.

Amen

Trusting in the mercy of God, let us confess our sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.
Reconciling God,

we confess that we do not trust your abundance,
and we deny your presence in our lives.
We place our hope in ourselves and rely on our own efforts.
We fail to believe that you provide enough for all.
We abuse your good creation for our own benefit.
We fear difference and do not welcome others
as you have welcomed us.
We sin in thought, word, and deed.
By your grace, forgive us;
through your love, renew us;
and in your Spirit, lead us;
so that we may live and serve you in newness of life. Amen.

Beloved of God,

by the radical abundance of divine mercy

we have peace with God through + Christ Jesus,

through whom we have obtained grace upon grace.
Our sins are forgiven. Let us live now in hope.
For hope does not disappoint,
because God’s love has been poured into our hearts
through the Holy Spirit.

All Amen.
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Greeting

P  The Lord be with you
All  And also with you.

Fragcr of the Dag

P  Faithful God, most merciful judge, you care for your children with
firmness and compassion.

All By your Spirit nurture us who live in your kingdom, that we may be
rooted in the way of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.

You may be Seated

A Keac]ing from Isaiah, the ‘H"th chal:)tcr

°Thus says the LORD, the King of Israel,
and his Redeemer, the LORD of hosts:
| am the first and | am the last;
besides me there is no god.
‘"Who is like me? Let them proclaim it,
let them declare and set it forth before me.
Who has announced from of old the things to come?
Let them tell us what is yet to be.
‘Do not fear, or be afraid;
have | not told you from of old and declared it?
You are my witnesses!
Is there any god besides me?

There is no other rock; | know not one.
Isaiah 44:6-8

L  The word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God!



A Keading from Romans, the 8th chaptcr

For Paul, true spirituality means that we experience the reality of the Spirit, which enables us to pray
as God’s children, keeps us in solidarity with creation, and gives us unseen hope that God will
liberate us and creation from bondage to death and decay.

“’So then, brothers and sisters, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh—"for if you live according to the flesh, you will die; but
if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. “For all
who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God. “For you did not receive
a spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received a spirit of
adoption. When we cry, “Abba! Father!” *it is that very Spirit bearing witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, and if children, then heirs, heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ—if, in fact, we suffer with him so that we
may also be glorified with him.

I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing
with the glory about to be revealed to us. “For the creation waits with eager
longing for the revealing of the children of God; *°for the creation was
subjected to futility, not of its own will but by the will of the one who
subjected it, in hope “'that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage
to decay and will obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. *We
know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now;
“and not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the
Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the redemption of our
bodies. “For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For
who hopes for what is seen? “°But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait

for it with patience.
Romans 8:12-25

L  The word of the Lord
All Thanks be to God!



Gospcl Acclamation Please stand in body or spirit.
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Gospcl Rcading

P  The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13" chapter.
All Glory to you, O Lord.

Jesus tells a parable about the coexistence of good and evil in this world. God’s judgment will
remove all evildoers and causes of sin, but not until the end of human history.

“[Jesus] put before [the crowds] another parable: “The kingdom of heaven
may be compared to someone who sowed good seed in his field;”’but while
everybody was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat,
and then went away. °So when the plants came up and bore grain, then the
weeds appeared as well. ”’And the slaves of the householder came and said to
him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? Where, then, did these
weeds come from?’ “*He answered, ‘An enemy has done this.” The slaves said
to him, ‘Then do you want us to go and gather them?’ “But he replied, ‘No;
for in gathering the weeds you would uproot the wheat along with them. *Let
both of them grow together until the harvest; and at harvest time | will tell
the reapers, Collect the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned,
but gather the wheat into my barn.””

*Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples

approached him, saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.”
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“’"He answered, “The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; *the
field is the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the
weeds are the children of the evil one, “and the enemy who sowed them is
the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. “Just
as the weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of
the age. “'The Son of Man will send his angels, and they will collect out of his
kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, ““and they will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. “Then the
righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Let anyone

with ears listen!”
Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43

P  The Gospel of our Lord.

All Praise to you, O Christ.
You may be Seated

Sermon Pr. Debra Jimenez
Please stand in body or spirit.
Hymn of the Day Just a Closer Walk with Thee
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Refrain Just a clos -er walk with thee, grant it, Je -sus, is my plea;

11 am weak but thou art strong: Je - sus, keep me from all wrong;
2 Through this world of toil and snares, if [ fal-ter, Lord, who cares?
3 When my fee-ble life is oer time for me will be no more;
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dai - ly walk-ing close to thee, let 1t be, dear Lord, let it be.
I'll 'be sat-is-fied as long as I walk, let me walk close to thee. s>

Who with me my bur-den shares? None but thee, dear Lord,none but thee. Ref.
guide me gent-ly, safe-ly o’er to thy king - dom shore, to thy shore. Ref.
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Thc APostlcs’ Creecl

P  Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Fragers of ]ntcrcession You may be Seated

L Confident that God receives our joys and concerns, let us offer our prayers
for the church, those in need, and all of creation.
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God of grace, in this place, hear now our  prayer.

(each prayer petition ends with)
L: Hearus, O God. All: Your mercy is great.

Fassing of the Peace

P Christ become peace with you.

All And also with you.
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of -fering. Lord, use our voic - e, Lord, use our hands, Lord, use our
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P Letus pray:
Holy Community of Love,

All use our gifts as you reach out to heal the broken,

as you take the hands of the lost
and as you pull out a chair to welcome the outcast to your table

of wonder and hope. Amen.

Thc (reat Thanksgiving and Words of Institution

Please stand in body or spirit.

P The Lord be with you

All And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.

All  We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

All 1t is right to give God thanks and praise.
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P In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The Lord’s Fraycr

P Make us bold, O merciful God, to address you as our Abba as we pray:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

T he |nvitation

P  All people are called to Christ’s table.
Come, eat what is good.

Note: the communion cups on the periphery of the You may be Seated tray contain
red wine while the cups in the center contain white grape juice.

Gluten Free wafers available —ask the communion attendant
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(_ommunion 5ongs

I Love to Tell the Story
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to tell the old, old sto-ry of Je - sus and his love.

Text: Katherine Hankey, 1834-1911
Music: HANKEY, William E. Fischer, 1849-1936
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I Surrender All
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1. All toJe-sus sur-ren- der, All toHim I free-ly give;
2. All to Je - sus I sur-ren-der, Lord, I give my - self to Thee,
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I willev - er love and trust Him, His pres- ence  dai - ly live.
Fill mewith Thy love  andpow-er, Let  Thybless-ing fall on me.
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All to Thee, my bless - ed Sav - ior, I sur- ren- der all.
Fost Communion 51355“"5 and Fraycr Please stand in body or spirit.

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep
you in his grace.

All Amen
P We thank you, generous God,
for the refreshment we have received at your banquet table.

All Send us now to spread your generosity into all the world,
through the one who is our dearest treasure,
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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Please be seated for Stcwardship of | fe & Ministrg Announcements

Penediction Please stand in body or spirit.

P  May all that is unforgiven in you be released.
May your fears yield their deepest tranquilities.
May all that is unlived in you blossom into a future graced with love.

In the name of the Father, the Son, - and Holy Spirit.

All  Amen.
‘ v ' Words and Music by
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P Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances;
for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

1 Thessalonians 5:16-1

Go in peace. Share the harvest.
All  Thanks be to God.
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July 30th Second Reading: Romans 8:26-39
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