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Welcome to Worship...

Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call themselves “members” of
this church named Ascension Lutheran Church
more than 50 years ago.

A special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call your-
selves “visitors” among the people of this community.
It is at God's invitation, through worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come
to a place of community, communion and commitment.

Each of us brings a different lens to worship, and yet, in a worshiping community,
these differences become celebrations of diversity.

Introduction All the baptized have a calling in God’s world. God calls not
just pastors and deacons but also the youngest child, like
Samuel. The story of the calling of Nathanael plays with the idea of place.
Nathanael initially dismisses Jesus because he comes from Nazareth. But
where we come from isn’t important; it’s where—or rather whom—we come
to. Jesus refers to Jacob, who had a vision in a place he called “the house of

God, and . . . the gate of heaven” (Gen. 28:17). Jesus says he himself is the
place where Nathanael will meet God.
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Jesus Christ, you are the light of the world;
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and shine within your peo - ple here.
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light our hearts a new.
free and make us whole.
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Con{:cssmn and Forgwcness Please stand in body or spirit,

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, -+ one God,
creator of darkness and light,
word of truth,
wind sweeping over the waters.

All Amen.

P Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.

Silence for reflection
God, our rock and refuge,

All  we pour out our hearts before you.
We have known you but have not always loved you.
We have wounded one another
and sinned against you.
We have not always recognized the Holy Spirit
dwelling in each of us.
Remember your covenant.
Renew your creation.
Restore us,
that we might proclaim your good news to all.
Amen.

P  The voice of the Lord is upon the waters.
God has spoken:
The time of grace is now.
In Jesus, the reign of God has come near.
By the authority of + Jesus Christ,
your sins are forgiven.
You are God’s beloved.

All Amen.

You may be Seated
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Fragcr of the Day
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M fore you,  the lift-ingup of my hands as an of-fer-ing to you.

Text: Holden Evening Praver, Marty Haugen, b. 1950, based on Psalm (4|

Music: Marty Haugen

Text and music © |
All rights reserved. Used by permission.
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A Reading from 1 Samue}, the §rd chaptcr

At a time when visions are rare and unexpected, the LORD comes to Samuel and calls him to speak the
divine word. Though just a boy, Samuel responds to God obediently, as Eli the priest has taught him to
respond. This marks the beginning of Samuel’s prophetic ministry.

'"Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word of the
LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread.

’At that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could not
see, was lying down in his room; “the lamp of God had not yet gone out, and
Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the ark of God was.
“Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said, “Here | am!” “and ran
to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call; lie
down again.” So he went and lay down. “The LoRD called again, “Samuel!”
Samuel got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here | am, for you called me.” But he
said, “I did not call, my son; lie down again.” 'Now Samuel did not yet know
the LORD, and the word of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. “The
LORD called Samuel again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here | am, for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was
calling the boy. Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down: and if he calls you,
you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.”” So Samuel went and
lay down in his place.

""Now the LORD came and stood there, calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel
And Samuel said, “Speak, for your servant is listening.” "' Then the LORD said to
Samuel, “See, | am about to do something in Israel that will make both ears of
anyone who hears of it tingle. "“On that day I will fulfill against Eli all that |
have spoken concerning his house, from beginning to end. ““For | have told
him that | am about to punish his house forever, for the iniquity that he knew,
because his sons were blaspheming God, and he did not restrain them.
“Therefore | swear to the house of Eli that the iniquity of Eli’s house shall not
be expiated by sacrifice or offering forever.”

"Samuel lay there until morning; then he opened the doors of the house of
the LORD. Samuel was afraid to tell the vision to Eli. "°But Eli called Samuel and
said, “Samuel, my son.” He said, “Here | am.” "'Eli said, “What was it that he
told you? Do not hide it from me. May God do so to you and more also, if you
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hide anything from me of all that he told you.” *So Samuel told him

everything and hid nothing from him. Then he said, “It is the LORD; let him do

what seems good to him.”

“As Samuel grew up, the LORD was with him and let none of his words fall
to the ground. “’And all Israel from Dan to Beer-sheba knew that Samuel was
a trustworthy prophet of the LORD.

1 Samuel 3:1-10-20

L  Word of God, Word of Hope.
All Thanks be to God!

A Responsivc Rcading from Psalm 139

"LoRbD, you have searched me out; O LORD, you have known me.
“You know my sitting down and my rising up;
you discern my thoughts from afar.
*You trace my journeys and my resting-places
and are acquainted with all my ways.
“Indeed, there is not a word on my lips,
but you, O LORD, know it altogether.
“You encompass me, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
°Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
it is so high that | cannot attain to it.
“For you yourself created my inmost parts;
you knit me together in my mother’s womb.
I will thank you because | am marvelously made;
your works are wonderful, and | know it well.
"My body was not hidden from you,
while | was being made in secret and woven in the depths of the earth.
“Your eyes beheld my limbs, yet unfinished in the womb; all of them were
written in your book; my days were fashioned before they came to be.
"How deep | find your thoughts, O God! How great is the sum of them!
®If | were to count them, they would be more in number than the sand;
to count them all, my life span would need to be like yours.

Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18
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GOSPC} Acclamation Please stand in body or spirit.

N
(‘éiv‘ — " il I d} ﬁ I I
> - " o
Al-le - lu - 1a. Lord, to whom shall we  go? You have the
/‘? 5 — = - -
(& | p= o ° - )
')
words of e - ter - nal life. Al-le - lu - 1a.
O | N N | | N N N F—_
o N . =
(D" © =« , c < <
!) T
Al-le - lu - 1a, al - le - lu - 1a. Al-le -
4 . = — e — 2
D !  SE IP / —o P 7S
Q) T
Iu - 1a. Al-le - lu - 1a, al-le-lu - ia.

Gospcl Rca&ing

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1% chapter.

All Glory to you, O Lord.

In John’s gospel, Jesus’ ministry begins with the call of disciples, who then bring others to Jesus.
Philip’s friend Nathanael moves from skepticism to faith when he accepts the invitation to “Come and

7”7

see.

““The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to him,
“Follow me.” ““Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and Peter.
“Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about whom
Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph from
Nazareth.” “°Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” “’When Jesus saw Nathanael
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there is
no deceit!” “*Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus

answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” “’Nathanael
11



replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the King of Israell” *°Jesus
answered, “Do you believe because | told you that | saw you under the fig
tree? You will see greater things than these.” *'And he said to him, “Very truly,
| tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending and

descending upon the Son of Man.”
John 1:43-51

P
All Praise to you, O Christ.

The Gospel of our Lord.

You may be Seated

Message Pr. Debra Jimenez
H mn of the Da
J J Here I Am, Lord
n Please stand in body or spirit.
i i n : 4 K
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1 “l, the Lord of sea and sky, I have heard my peo - ple cry.

2 “I, the Lord of snow and rain, I have borne my peo - ple’s pain.
3 “I, the Lord of wind and flame, I will tend the poor and lame.
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All who dwell in dark and sin my hand will save.
I have wept for love of them. They turn a - way.
I will set a feast for them. My hand will save.
qg N | [N | |
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I, who made the stars of night, I will make their dark-ness bright.
I will break their hearts of stone, give them hearts for love a - lone.
Fin-est bread 1 will pro-vide till their hearts be sat - is - fied.
q,ﬂ X — T : I : X . T I )
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Who will bear my light to them? Whom shall 1 send?”
I will speak my word to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
I will give my life to them. Whom shall 1 send?”
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Refrain
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Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord? I have heard you
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call-ing in the night. I will go, Lord, if you
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lead me. I will hold your peo-plein my heart.
Apost]cs’ Crccc]

P  Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed.

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

13



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

You may be Seated

Fragers of the Fcopie

L As we celebrate Christ embodied in human form, we pray for God’s
blessing on the church, the world, and all of creation.
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O Lord, hear our prayer we of-fer up to you; O Lord, hear our prayer.

(each prayer petition ends with)
L: God of grace, All: receive our prayer.

5haring the Peace of Christ Please stand in body or spirit.

In our continued physical distancing out of love for the health of one another, we will
share the Peace of our risen Lord by “speaking” that Peace through sign language.

P Christ become Peace with you.

All  And also with you.

Omcfcring You may be Seated

While we still will not physically pass the offering plates we will continue to have the
plates available at the entrance to receive your offerings and will lift them up in
thanksgiving before the throne of grace.
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Al that we have___ and all that we of - fer
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comes  from a heart both fright - ened and free.
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Take what we bring  now and give what we need;
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All done in His name.

O)Cf:ertorg Fraycr

P  Blessed are you, Holy One,
for all good things come from you.

All As we give back to you a portion of your blessings,
may we be a blessing or your love and light in the world.
In bread and cup you open heaven to us.
Meet us at this table, that we receive what we seek
and follow your Son, Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.

T he (oreat Thanksgiving and Words of |nstitution

P  The Lord be with you

All And also with you.

P  Lift up your hearts.

All We lift them to the Lord.

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All Itis right to give God thanks and praise.

P In the night in which he was betrayed
our Lord Jesus took bread and gave thanks;
broke it and gave it to his disciples saying:

Take and eat; this is my body given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

15



P After supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

The | ord’s Frager Please stand in body or spirit.

P  Let us approach the throne of grace as we pray as Jesus taught us:

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

T he |nvitation

P  AtlJesus’ table, heaven and earth are joined as one.
Come and see.

Note: the communion cups on the periphery of the tray contain red wine while the cups in the
center contain white grape juice.

Gluten Free wafers available —ask the communion attendant

“Will you love the you you hide if I but  call

Lord, your sum - mons ech - oes ftrue when you but call
16

Communion Songs You may be Sealedurii You Come and Follow Me
A The Summons
A »
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1 “Will you come and fol - low me if I but  call
2 “Will you leave your - sclf be - hind if I but  call
3 “Will you et the blind - ed see if | but  call
4
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your name? Will  you go where  you don’t
your name? Will  you care for cruel and
your name? Will  you set the pris - ’ners
your name? Will you quell the fear in -
my name. Let me turn and fol - low
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know and nev - er be the same?
kind and nev - er be the same?
free and nev - er be the same?
side and nev - er be the same?
you and nev - er be the same.
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Will you let my love be  shown, will you let my
Will you r1isk the hos - tile stare, should your life at -
Will you kiss the lep - er  clean, and do such as
Will you use the faith you've found to  re - shape the
In your com - pa - ny Tl go where your love and
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name be known, will  you  let my life be
tract  or scare? Will you  let me an - swer
this un - seen, and ad - mt to what I
world a - round, through my  sight and touch  and
foot - steps  show. Thus Tl move  and  live and
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grown in you and  you n me?”’
pray’r in you and  you n me?”’
mean  1n you and  you n me?”’
sound 1n you and  you n me?”
grow  in you and  you n me.

17




Open The Eyes Of My Heart “er¢

and Music by
Paul Baloche
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see You. see You.

FPost (_ommunion Blessing and Frayer

Please stand in body or spirit.

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you
and keep you in his grace.

All Amen

P Let us pray,
Giver of every gift,

All Christ’s body is our food, and we are Christ’s body.
Raise us to life by your power
for the benefit of all and to your glory,
now and forever. Amen.
You may be Seated

Stewardship of Life and Ministry Announcements

e
e
e T
Militta Barrett

Benediction

Please stand in body or spirit.

P God who names you,
Christ who claims you,
and the Holy Spirit who dwells in you,
-+ bless you and remain with you always.

All Amen
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This Little Light of Mine
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1 This lit - tle light of mine, ‘'m goin’-a let it shine;
2 Ev-'ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
3 Je - sus gave it to me, I'm goin’-a let it shine;
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this lit - tle light of mine, ’ goin’ -a let it shine;
ev - ry - where I go, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine;
() &
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this it - tle light of mine, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
ev - ty - where I g0, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
Je - sus gave it to me, I’'m goin’-a let it shine,
() &
A—h—] -
O+ T it ° °
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let it shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.
let 1t shine, let it shine, let it shine.
Dismissal

P  Goin peace. You are God’s beloved.
All Thanks be to God.

D First Reading:

Readings for next Sunday,  Psalm:
January 21° Second Reading:

B Gospet:

Jonah 3:1-5, 10
Psalm 62:5-12

1 Corinthians 7:29-31
Mark 1:14-20
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