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We are in the third week of our “Quest” theme 
that is exploring our relationship with the wider 

world and a wider perspective of our own communities. Let us 
continue to imagine ourselves “far from home,” meeting each new 
insight with wonder, letting our experiences lead us to deeper 
reflection about ourselves.  

Introduction 

 Welcome to Worship... 
Welcome to all God’s guests, including those who call themselves 
“members” of this church named Ascension Lutheran Church more than 50 
years ago.  
 
A special welcome to guests who are here for the first time or who call 
yourselves “visitors” among the people of this community. It is at God's 
invitation, through worship, the Holy Spirit calls each of us to come to a 
place of community, communion and commitment. Each of us brings a 
different lens to worship, and yet, in a worshiping community, these 
differences become celebrations of diversity.  

Children are always welcome in worship services;  
however please know a nursery space is available for  

parents who need to tend to their little ones. 

Ascension Lutheran Church 
1105 N. Washington Blvd. 

Ogden, UT 84404 
801.782.2810 
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The Reflection 

P When we travel, whether within our own country or abroad,  
 we experience new people, new cultures,  
  and new religious thought and practices.   
We may even find ourselves uncomfortable at first;  
 unsure about how to understand these new ideas.   
With time we may just discover that what at first seemed so different – 
 so foreign, is no longer as different as we first imagined. 

 

The light we seek and the life-sustaining river that runs through  
 God’s Kin-dom is full of common themes across religions.   
We all seek peaceful coexistence, food, shelter, love, and compassion for 
those who are suffering and oppressed.   

 

And so we ask, 
“How can deeper reflection about our own hesitation to connect to 
the wider human family free us to explore more possibilities for a 
better world?” 
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Confession and Forgiveness Please stand in body or spirit. 

P We come to the water again today. 
Today’s scripture comes from the Book of The Revelation – 
 a powerful vision of a new creation,  

 

 where the divisions are wiped away and all beings are one.  

 

It says,  
 “To the thirsty I will give water  
  as a gift from the spring of the water of life.”  

 

Our baptism reminds us of this gift. We reside in the waters of life.  
 Our thirst, our despair, our fears come when we forget this.  
Let us pray:  

All Merciful God, 
 we confess that we have not loved you with our whole hearts 
  and have not loved our neighbors as ourselves, 
   through what we have done and left undone. 
 Forgive us when we create boundaries of “us” and “them”  
  and assume scarcity where you offer abundance. 
 Guide us as we seek to turn around toward greater love. 
  Lead us to travel in your ways. Amen.  

P Know this: 
 There is a spring of life that flows throughout creation 
  and is available to all – to us – when we need it most.  

 

 In the midst of our fear, Jesus calls us to be a new creation.  

 

 He is our constant companion, inviting us to reach out to one another, 
  traveling together toward the Kin-dom of Love.  

 Leaving home, we set our seeing,  
on a quest for deeper meaning. 

What we find can change us for the love of all 

the creation and its beings. 
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P Sojourning God, 
 your Spirit exists everywhere, on every path, 
  inviting us to move with curiosity and compassion toward each other. 

All Move us from our comfort zones. 
 Show us how to be humble and willing to accept 
  that all beings are sacred as created by you. 
 May we grow in peace, expand in love, 
  and deepen in understanding of one another. 
 Nudge and guide us, we pray.  
Amen.  

You may be Seated 

Prayer for This Day 

P  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven. 

All  In the name of Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  
  Glory to God. Amen! 
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For I am about to create new heavens and a new earth; 
the former things shall not be remembered 
    or come to mind. 
But be glad and rejoice forever in what I am creating; 
for I am about to create Jerusalem as a joy, 
    and its people as a delight. 

 

I will rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight in my people; 
no more shall the sound of weeping be heard in it, 
    or the cry of distress. 
No more shall there be in it an infant that lives but a few days, 
    or an old person who does not live out a lifetime; 
for one who dies at a hundred years will be considered a youth, 
    and one who falls short of a hundred will be considered accursed. 

 

They shall build houses and inhabit them; 
    they shall plant vineyards and eat their fruit. 
They shall not build and another inhabit; 
    they shall not plant and another eat; 
for like the days of a tree shall the days of my people be, 
    and my chosen shall long enjoy the work of their hands.  

 

They shall not labor in vain, or bear children for calamity; 
for they shall be offspring blessed by the Lord— 
    and their descendants as well. 
Before they call I will answer, while they are yet speaking I will hear. 
The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, 
    the lion shall eat straw like the ox; but the serpent—its food shall be dust! 
They shall not hurt or destroy   on all my holy mountain, 
says the Lord. 

Isaiah 65: 17-25  

A Reading from Isaiah, the  65th chapter 

L The Word of the Lord, 

All Thanks be to God! 
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A Reading from The Revelation, the 21st chapter 

L The Word of the Lord, 

All Thanks be to God! 

I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 
Lamb. And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of 
God is its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. The nations will walk by its light, and 
the kings of the earth will bring their glory into it. Its gates will never be shut 
by day—and there will be no night there. People will bring into it the glory 
and the honor of the nations. 

Revelation 21: 22-26  

Sermon                   Pr. Debra Jimenez 

Please stand in body or spirit. 

Hymn of the Day 
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Prayers of The People 

WA Calling on the spirit of Wisdom to guide our hearts and our minds, let us 
pray for the church, the world, and all in need. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
            creator of heaven and earth. 

 

 I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
            who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
            born of the virgin Mary, 
            suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
            was crucified, died, and was buried; 
            he descended to the dead. 
            On the third day he rose again; 
            he ascended into heaven, 
            he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
            and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
            the holy catholic church, 
            the communion of saints, 
            the forgiveness of sins, 
            the resurrection of the body, 
            and the life everlasting. Amen. 

P  Let us join together with the saints across the ages confessing our faith 
with the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

Apostles’ Creed 

You may be Seated 
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Passing of the Peace 

P  Jesus Christ become peace with you. 

All  And also with you.  

(each prayer petition ends with) 

    WA:  Lord, In your mercy,      All:  You hear our prayer. 

Offertory 
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Offertory Prayer 

Holy Communion 

P  Let us pray: 
 Holy Community of Love, 

All  use our gifts as you reach out to heal the broken,  
 as you take the hands of the lost  
  and as you pull out a chair to welcome the outcast to your table  
 of wonder and hope. Amen. 

P The Holy Living God be with you  

All And also with you.  

P Lift up your hearts. 

All We lift them to the Lord. 

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

All It is right to give God thanks and praise. 
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  When I’m singin’ Lord walk with me   

When I’m singin’ Lord walk with me  
When I’m praisin’ all of God’s goodness 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.  

P God of Grace, 
It is right, and a good and joyful thing,  
 always and everywhere to give thanks to you.  
Your delight filled the skies and land  
 with colors beyond the spectrum of our knowing.  
Your playful creating offered up humankind  
 with such diversity that we cannot comprehend it.  
Your breath left waters frothy and lungs exploding  
 with the power of life and prophetic utterances.  

All And yet we back away from such promise,  
 unable to claim your love as ours.  
But here you are to meet us–speak to us–once again,  

P always faithful, always present  
  in this Body, the bale... in this Body the people.  

 In the night in which he was betrayed, 
  our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
  broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 
 Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

 Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 
  and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
  This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 
  shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 
 Do this for the remembrance of me. 
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The Lord’s Prayer 

P God in Community, Holy and One,  
 we lift our prayers to you, saying ...  

All Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses,  
 as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
 forever and ever.  Amen. 

Please stand in body or spirit. 

P And so… 
We remember… 

We offer ourselves… 
We claim a new freedom in this truth. 

 I invite you to raise your hands in the ancient Christian posture of prayer...  
 

Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here,  
and on these gifts of bread and wine.  

Make them be for us the vision of your Reign realized, 
 so that we may be for the world your dream come true.  

 

By your Spirit open us to each other and to the world,  
 making us one in You, through Christ, 
  in the power of Your redeeming Grace!  

  When I’m lovin’ Lord walk with me   

When I’m lovin’ Lord walk with me  

When I’m caring for all God’s children 

Lord, I want Jesus to walk with me.  
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The Invitation 

P Christ has set the table with more than enough for all. 
Come! 

Note: the communion cups on the periphery of the tray contain red wine while the cups in the 
center contain white grape juice.  

Gluten Free wafers available –ask the communion attendant 

Communion Songs 
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Benediction  

P  As you move into this week,  
 may your love for self and neighbor reflect God’s deep love. 

 

May compassion for yourself and your neighbor flow from within. 
 May God’s vison of the City on a Hill expand our horizons and     
  challenge our preconceptions.  

 

And may the Creator continue your unfolding, 
 the Christ accompany your deeper knowing, 

   the ☩ Spirit enliven your growing, 
  until one day we all gather in the Kin-dom of Love. 

  

All Amen. 

P  Jesus, Bread of life, 

All  we have received from your table 
 more than we could ever ask. 
As you have nourished us in this meal, 
 now strengthen us to love the world with your own life. 
In your name we pray. Amen. 

You may be Seated 

P  The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep 
you in his grace.  

All  Amen 

Post Communion Blessing and Prayer Please stand in body or spirit. 

  Stewardship of Life & Ministry Announcements 
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Sending Song 
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WA In all your travels,...remember… 
 We are the walking feet of Jesus. 

All  Thanks be to God! 

Dismissal 

Readings for next Sunday,  
Aug 11th 

Sunday after Pentecost 

Front Cover:     Photo by Louis Maniquet on Unsplash      

First Reading:  Psalm 36: 5-9  

Second Reading:  John 15: 1-17  
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